
Evangelism God's Way 

 

During the Second Great Awakening, Charles Finney, a popular circuit preacher, was well 

known for his use of the 'anxious- bench'. During his hot, loud, and terror inducing preaching, he 

would summon sinners to the anxious bench. When thoroughly terrified of their eternal destiny and 

moved with shouts of damnation and hell-fire, they would motion quickly to the anxious-bench. They 

squawked, cried, trembled, and vowed to turn from their sins. Devastated and psychologically tortured, 

they made a decision for Christ and according to Finney, were converted. 

 

The anxious bench was part of what has been called 'new measures', techniques designed to 

bring someone to a decision for Christ. Assuming that the precise techniques were used, it simply 

followed that a person would be converted. Think about it for a minute and you can probably identify 

similar kinds of performances today. Whenever the emphasis is placed exclusively on making a 

decision, things start to get out of hand. Techniques, mood-lighting, repeating choruses, emotional 

appeals, and, yes, even altar calls, begin to take precedence. These things are only incidental and often 

times counterproductive to what God is doing. 

 

Conversion is not a human equation. Plugging in a specific set of techniques does not work. 

We simply cannot make it happen. Conversion is something that happens after we have been born- 

again.  This is the new birth (John 3). You must be born-again. It is only after the Spirit has made us a 

part of the new creation (2 Cor 5:17) in Christ and given us new hearts (Jer 31:33), that we are able to 

freely choose Jesus. Conversion is the faith and repentance of the one who has been born again. And 

even this is not of ourselves, but it is a gift of God (Eph. 2:8; Phil 2:12-13). Until the Spirit does this, 

our will is imprisoned under the law because of sin (Gal 3:23). Only after we have been born again by 

the Spirit are we able by His power to have faith in Jesus. 

 

Now, it is important to remember that the Spirit often works through certain means. After all, 

Paul tells us, "faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God". The God appointed means to 

conversion is the word of God and most especially the preaching of the word of God. That is why Paul 

says, "how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 

preacher?". This is why evangelism can never be divorced from the church. Preaching happens most 

regularly in the context of worship, together with the Lord's Supper, and the prayer and praise of the 

saints. It is in worship before the Triune God that people are confronted with their sin and the need of 

a savior as they hear the word of God. 

 

So what is our part in all of this? As we build meaningful relationships we should wisely and 

prayerfully invite people to church. There is nothing to be ashamed about inviting someone to 

church. Pray about it and ask them and let the Spirit work. It may help to focus on a particular verse as 

you pray for this person. You might consider some scripture I've already referenced. You might also 

include Acts 2:17-18 or Acts 8:29-39. 

 

Lastly, we need to be in prayer for the Sunday morning service. We need to be praying that the 

word of God would do its work. We need to be praying that our hearts would be humbled and ready to 

receive. Prayer is most effective in service to the word of God. Pray for the preacher, that he would 

be clear and stripped of his pride and attended by the Spirit. Pray for yourself that you would be ready 

to receive and obey. And, most of all pray that God's Name would be made great among us as we 

worship Him in all His splendor. 

 

Blessings, 

Tom 


